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Frontispiece:- St. James’s Church, Piccadilly.
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INTRODUCTION
1684 to 1922

‘St. James’s Church, Piccadilly was consecrated on July 13th 1684 by Henry
Compton, Bishop of London. It was built on land given by Henry Jermyn, Earl
of St. Alban’s for the building of a parish church and forecourt. The architect
was Sir Christopher Wren, and the first Rector was Thomas Tenison, previously
Vicar of St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields. ‘A rectory house and vestry were built the
next year. Dr. Tenison later became Archbishop of Canterbury, as did his
successors William Wake and Thomas Secker who was Rector from 1735-1750.
Between 1684 and 1922 there were in all 18 Rectors. The church became
famous for its fashionable and eminent congregations, and literary allusions
are frequent, notably in the works of Evelyn, Defoe and Vanbrough.

During nearly three centuries considerabie alterations and additions were
made to the fabric of the church. On October 14, 1940 the church was
severely damaged by enemy action. High explosives destroyed the rectory

. and vestry and damaged the north wall and the east end. Incendiaries
completed the devastation. Fire gutted the interior and little was left of the -
roof beyond a few charred beams. The steeple crashed, destroying the
smaller of the two bells. It took twenty-seven years before all this damage
was repaired and made good. The following pages are a personal endeavour
to describe the social background and the lives of some of those people who
supported the church and parish for a period that preceeded the disaster

and for some years after-until the re-dedication in 1954.

Archdeacon Charles Edmund Lambert was appointed Rector in 1922, so it is in
that year that this story begins. He continued in office for 32 years until his
death in 1954. His family continue to love the church, and to worship within
its walls, and it is felt that the events of those momentous years should

be recorded in the lifetime of those involved, and that the names of those
sons and daughters of the church who served in H.M. Forces, or on the Home

Front, some of whom gave their lives for their country, should be recorded
for future generations. At the same time this work aims to put on record the
names and achievements of those who worked and worshipped in the church
and maintained its services and Christian witness through very dark days.
Some of them are well known public figures; others are unknown to history,
but without their courage and sacrifice, their hard work and devotion to duty,
together with the prayers of many others, there would be no St. James’s
Piccadilly today. '



PART 1
PRE - WAR
Chapter 1
1922 - 1938 BACKGROUND

Archdeacon Charles Edmund Lambert was instituted to the tiving of St.
James's Piccadilly on 5th November 1922 He came from a well known family
which had lived at Banstead in Surrey for many generations, although he him-
self was born and brought up in Derbyshire. He was educated at schools in
Buxton and at Newcastle -under -Lyme, and gained a scholarship to Christ's
College Cambridge. He studied for the Ministry at Salisbury Theological
College, was ordained in Ripon Cathedral and served a curacy at Leeds
Parish Church. Subsequently he was domestic chaplain to Archbishop Mac-
lagan of York and Vice -Principal of Lincoln Theological College. In 1914 he
was appointed Principal of the Clergy Training College, later Westcott House,
at Cambridge. But soon, owing 10 the war, the number of men coming forward
for ordination declined and Westcott was closed for the duration of the war. .
ln 1917 he was appointed by Archbishop Randall Davidson to the living

of All Hallows by the Tower. Then in 1920 the Bishop of London, Dr. Winning-
ton-Ingram, appointed him to the Archdeaconry of Hampstead, which work he
did concurrently with the living.

o it was that he came to St. James’s in 1922 and took up his abode in the
rectory. His immediate predecessors had been Canon Joseph McCormick, the
Rev. William Temple, later Archbishop of Canterbury, and Canon Herbert
Cronshaw. Canon McCormick, a keen sportsman and Cambridge Blue, was
Rector 1900-14, It is said that his sermons were characterised by fine and

direct Christian teaching. Unfortunately for most of the time that he was at St.

James's his wife was ill with heart trouble, and his two daughters, Mona and
Gertrude supervised the running of the rectory. Gertrude often helped to train
the choir boys, and kept up her interest in the church for many years. Another
daughter Lucy was attached to the C.M.S. staff at a hospital in Kashmir, India
and died there from typhoid in 1934, There were also two sons Gough, Vicar
of St. Micheal’s Chester Square and later Dean of Manchester, and Pat, who
succeeded the Rev. Dick Sheppard as Vicar of St. Martin -in -the -Fields, The
outside pulpit in the forecourt was erected by friends of Canon McCormick in
1904 in the hope that, with his strong Irish voice, he would attract the crowds
that passed along Piccadilly. But alas, it s reported that the sound of horses’
hooves on the cobbled stones of Piccadilly drowned the sound of his voice,
and not until the days of a microphone could the pulpit be used effectively.
Sometimes on Sunday afternoons in the summer, a shoft Service was held in

" the fore-court, when the Canon or one of his sons would preach from the pul-
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pit, and the _orgénist,'Sydney Toms would conduct an orchestra which was
grouped nearby. There is one who still remembers Miss Mona McCormick
beating the drums on these o¢cCasions.

Canon McCormick died in 1914 and was succeeded by William Temple who
came from Repton School where he had been headmaster from 1910, When he
came to St. James's his elderly. mother, the widow of Archbishop Fredrick
Temple, was living with him, so he took out the main staircase above the first
floor of the rectory and in its place installed a small electric passenger lift
so that his mother could ascend to her bedroom. The money for this installa-
tion was borrowed and successive Rectors repaid the loan. There was also a
small spiral iron staircase for those who did not wish to use the lift, Old Mrs.
Temple died as Good Friday dawned on April 2nd 1915, and her son proceeded
to take the Three Hours Service in the Church. Me was only able to do so, by
ensuring that no one in the congregation knew of his bereavement until after
the service. On June 24th 1916 he married Miss Frances Anson in St. James's
and Archbishop Randall Davidson officiated. In 1918 Temple left to devote all
his time to thé Life and Liberty Movement. Ten years later he returned to St,
James's for the confirmation of his election as Archbishop of York by a
special-Commission of Bishops and members of the legal profession. The
Commission processed across the forecourt from the vestry and into the
church by the north door. They went up the main aisle to the chance! steps
where the legal proceedings took piace. This ceremony, the confirmation of
the election of a Bishop, usually takes place in St. Mary-le-Bow, but that
church was .not available and Archbishop Templie asked that it should be
carried out in the church where he had formerly been Rector. In 1942 he was
appointed Archbishop of Canterbury, being the fourth Rector in our history to
hold this important post. In 1944 the nation heard with much regret of his
unexpected death at the age of 61. His Readings in St. Jchn's Gospei were
first delivered from our pulpit between the years 1914 and 1918, William -
Temple was succeeded in 1918 by Canon Herbert Cronshaw, a very dist-
inguished preacher, who had previously been Vicar of St. Mark’s North Audley |
Street, and some of his former coggregation followed him to St. James’s. He
was Rector for four years and was then appointed to a Canonry at Worcester
Cathedral in 1922,



Chapter 2
THE RECTORY, PARISH AND DAUGHTER CHURCHES

The rectory into which Archdeacon Lambert came in 1922 was the second
house to occupy the site. The original had been built in 1685 and the first
few Rectors had ‘stabling as part of their endowment’ at the west side of
what is now the forecourt. There is a print of 1820 which shows the old
rectory:with a wal! running the whole length of the Piccadilly frontage. This
building was pulled down in 1846, and a new one took its place. Another
print of about 1930 gives a good picture of the 1846 rectory. It was & large
house for a bachelor, having 8 bedrooms, 4 sitting rooms, and a large base-
ment with pantry, servants’ hall, scullery and kitchen.

At this stage it it perhaps suitable to introduce myself. | was the elder
daughter of Prebendary J.H.J. Ellison, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Corn-
hill. | first met the Rector of St. James's Piccadilly in the summer of 1928,
and we were married in my father’s church on January 11th 1927 by the same
person who officiated at the wedding of Dr. and Mrs. Temple, Archbishop
Randal! Davidson. At the time Mrs. Temple wrote and said she thought the
rectory was a bit of a matchmaker, for she too had gone there as a bride.
~John, the first child to be born to a rector of St. James’s in the rectory for a
great many years, was born in 1928, Michael followed in 1931 and Mary in
1938. It is believed,that previous Rectors may have had nurseries for their
grand-children in the rectory, but it is possible that our three children were
the only children of a Rector actually to be born in the rectory. to be bap-
tised in the font, and ta spend their early days playing about the fore-court.
The lift instailed by Dr. Temple proved very useful in taking the babies,
their nursery meals and the coal to the nurseries at the top of the house.

As the boys got older, the 1ift had other advantages as an excellent place
of concealment when Hide and Seek was played all over the house.

The land on the west side of the rectory was originally the burial ground,
which was enlarged in 1693 and 1748. Burials took place in the vaults beneath
the church as late as 1822. . When this burial ground was finally closed in
1789 an Act of Parliament enabled the Parish to acquire land on the east side
of Hampstead Road for the same purpose. This cemetery was in turn closed.in
1853, and in 1887 it was converted into a public garden; known as St. James's
Garden to this day. A westry hall on the west side of the fore-court was built
in 1814 and was replaced in 1862. This in turn was demolished and replaced
by the Midland Ban!, designed by Sir Edwyn Lutyens, in 1924. The church

room at the west end of the church was built as a choir vestry in 1899. The
main.vestry was connected to the rectory by a short flight of stairs so the
Rector couid go straight into the church by what has always been called the
Wren door. In addition to the collection of paintings of former Rectors the
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'vestry contained a beautifu! bevelled mirrar and a Royal Coat of Arms over
a large fireplace. Another door beside the fireplace, led to a passage behind

the East end of the Church, which opened out into a small room at the back
of the East end of the South aisle inside the iron railings of Church Place. It
contained old musical instruments, such as big drums, which must have been
there untouched since the days of Canon McCormick. This room was probably
built during the latter part of the. 19th century, for a print of 1812 shows a

little shed on the site in which was kept the hand fire-engine which was used

in those days.

The area of the parish is roughly square. Starting in Piccadilly Circus the
boundary goes down the middle of the Haymarket, westwards along Pall Mall

~and up St. James’s Street, including St. James’s Place and Park Place,

crosses Piccadilly, then northwards up.Bond Street, turning eastwards along
Grafton Street and Clifford Street to Regent Street, including some of the
streets immediately to the east, and so back to Piccadilly Circus. The pop-
ulation of the parish was always said to be about 5,000 which included

- people staying in hotels or ¢lubs on any given census night.

Originally the parish had been much larger, extending all the way up Regent
Street to Oxford Street, formerly Oxford Road, and eastwards as far as”
Berwick Street. An old print shows the land betwéen Regent Street and
Wardour Street as ‘Pasture land’. Later big building schemes took place and
in the nineteenth century four daughter parishes were formed. The Church
of St. Luke's; Berwick Street was consecrated.in 1839, St. John the Baptist,
Great Marlborough Street in 1885, St. Thomas's Kingley Street in 1869, and '
St. Peter's, Great Windmill Street in 1861. But alas these parishes and
churches did not last very long. In the 1930s the stipends of four vicars and
the upkeep of four churches in an area where there were few-English resid-
ents proved-uneconomic. Shops, offices and business premises -had replaced
noblemen’s houses. St. Luke’s Berwich Street was demolished in 1934 and
the parish absorbed into St. Peter's, Great Windmill Street. Next to that
church was a school, where for many years a very successful boys’ club had
been run. St. John the Baptist, Great Marlborough Street was demolished in
1937 and the parish united with St. Thomas's, Kingley Street. With the pro-
ceeds.of the sale of the site the diocese built a neg: St. John's on the out-
skirts of London in Great Cambridge .Road N.17 where there was a big new

population. In order to maintain the link with the old mother church, the
Rector of St. James’s was appointed patron. The two remalmng daughter
churches survived for another 20 to 30 years when they too were declared
redundant and pulled down. .



As none of the daughter churct.es had any organisations for women Or
children, the organisations at St. James's drew members from a large area
outside the particular parish boundaries. Some of the mothers continued to
come ta us long after their homes in Soho and elsewhere had been demolished
to make room for more modern buildings. For instance, when the Lex Garage
in Brewer Street was built in 1928 several families were displaced, including
Mrs. Robins and her daughter Mrs. Mills who, with her family of three children,
continued their support of St. James's long after they had moved 1o Camber-
well Mrs. Mills’ two sons, Walter and Victor, were both in the choir and died
early possibly as a result of their work in the Royal Navy and the Merchant
Navy during the war. Some of the families who came to us lived in tenement
buildings in Soho, such as St. James’s Dwellings. These Dwellings had been
built by the Vestry in 1886/7, the scheme having been financed out of funds
derived from the sale of the parish burial ground In Hampstead Road to St.
Pancras Borough Council. S '

| Chapter 3
THE STAFEF, ORCANISATIONS AND CONGREGATION

When Archdeacoen Lambert arri‘ved in 1922 the staff was as fonows‘:"

Preacher Assistant The Rev. H.F. Webb-Bowen
Lady Worker Miss Lilian Woolcombe
QOrganist - Mr. Sydney Toms

Clerk Mr, Edward Redman
Verger Mr. J. Edwards

Sacristan ) Mrs. Edwards

Supervisor of the Sunday School Miss Beatrice Johnson.

The Churchwardens were firstly Sir Henry {mbert -Terry, who came of a
distinguished Cevonshire family, He retired in 1935 having served as Warden
for 15 years and died soon after. He was succeeded by Col. Preeston who
died in 1937 and then by our ex-choirman Mr. Joseph Callway. Dr. Seymour
Maynard, who tived in King Street and was a great collector of English water

~ colourpaintings, was the other Churchwarden. When he retired from his medical
work he went to live in the country and died In 1954. The Treasurer of the
Church Council was Mr. Geoffery'Bosmck, a chartered accountant who gave
many hours-of his time 10 tooking after the church’s finances until his death




-

in 1961. He succeeded Dr. _Maynard as Warden in 1925. The problem of making

both ends meet has always been a difficult one for the Treasurer and
Parochial Church Council, although to the outsider St. James’s has always
been thought of as a rich church. There are no endowments, except the
Rector’s personal salary and £100 per year towards the salary of the
Assistant Priest from the Westminster City Council. !n the depression of the
1930s there was a deficit in the church funds, and in 1935 the Parochial
Church Council pleaded for £2 or £3 more per week in the church collections
or the freewill offering fund to wipe off the deficit,

Between the years 1922 and 1938, various changes took place in the staff.
The Rev. H.F. Webb -Bowen left in 1926 to become Vicar of Barkway in St.
Alban’s diocese. He was succeeded by the Rev. E Stafford -Smith from
Lincolnshire who left in 1930 to become Vicar of a parish in North London
and died in 1936. He was followed by the Rev. A Linzee-Giles who "
previously had been Vicar of Great Malvern and was with us for seven years.
He was followed by the Rev. Norman Miller who stayed for one year. In 1938
the Rev. Walton Hannah, a Deacon, was appointed, and ordained priest six
months later. His father was a Scots M.P. who tried unsuccessfully to get a
Private Members .Bitl through Parliament to enable us to build a parish hall
on that part of the forecourt that is under the trees, originally named the
‘Green Church-yard’. Mr. Hannah was opposed by the people who disapproved
of building on a disused burial ground and we could not get our parish hall.
Our Organist Sydney Toms had been appointed by Canon McCormick, and the
two of them could be seen on summer evenings playing cricket with the choir
boys in the “fore-court. .One day, one of the boys sustained a broken leg when
he was run over by a hansom cab when he ran out into Piccadilly to retrieve

a ball.

Sydney Toms had succeeded the celebrated Leopold Stokowski, afterwards
conducter of the Philadelphia Orchestra. In 1951 a reader of the Radio Times
asked if there was anyone alive who remembered Stokowski, .who had been a
boy chorister at St. Mary’s Charing Cross Road, where at the age of 17 he
trained choir boys and played the organ. A second reader replied that ‘over 40
years ago, | was a choir boy under him at St. James’s Piccadilly, and the boys
thought it a great treat to be taken by Stokowski to a café in Piccadilly for
tea and cakes after a special Saturday afternoon practice for an oratorio
which was performed in the open air under his direction by a choir and
orchestra of over 100 performers. Sydney Toms was followed by Geoffrey
Bullivant who was with us six years,and he in turn was succeeded in 1930 by
Arthur Mason, who had been city organist in Melbourne and organist of St.
James’'s Church in that ¢ity. Mason’s organ recitals drew many people to the
church and during 10 years he gave over 300.



The verger was Mr. Joe Edwards. When Bishop Barry was Rector 1895-1900
his house -maid had married the young verger Joe Edwards, who with their
son and only child had lived in a flat in Great Windmill Street for over forty
years. Never was there a Saturday on a cold winter’'s night when Mr. Edwards

did not come round to stoke up the old coke boiler. Mrs. Edwards looked after

the altar linen and the choir surplices, and often bought and arranged the
altar flowers. They retired in 1934, Mrs. Edwards died in 1948, and her
husband in 1957. In 1950 he wrote the following about his early days at St. -
James’s. 'My memory goes back over a period of some 60 years, | remember
when the Rector had the help of two full -time assistant priests, and a special
"‘Evening Preacher’’ who was responsible for the Thursday evening service
and sermon. There was also a scripture reader who visited the sick and poor
of the parish. In addition to the parish clerk there was a full -time beadle and
a Sunday bead!e, and on Sunday mornings these officials, bearing our famous
17th century staves, held up the traffic in Piccadilly for worshippers arriving
.in carriages and on foot. Another individual combined the office of bell
ringer and organ blower with cleaning the churchyard and collecting food for
the poor from the surrounding clubs and family mansions. Six women were
employed as pew openers, and two of these kept the church dusted during the
week. Six part-time cleaners were also employed. The choir boys had to work
hard; they had to attend two practices a week, one night from 5.30 to 7 pm
and the other from 5.30 to 9 pm. It is small wonder that St. James's was
noted for the excellence of its music.’ In 1930, during some minor repair work
to the east end and on the Jermyn Street side, the original foundation stone
‘was discovered and seen by Mr. Edwards who has left a document in the
church records which tells us that the foundation stone was laid on Aprit 3rd
1776 by the Earl of . St. Alban’s and the Bishop of London. Mr. and Mrs.
Edwards were succeeded by Charles and Edith Murray. -

Our Clerk Mr. Edward Redman retired through illness in 1940 and died in 1942.

The following is an extract from the parish magazine about him: ‘Edward
Redman served the church as Clerk for 50 years from the time of Prebendary .
Kempe (Rector 1853 - 1895) tifl the summer of 1940, first as assistant to his
father, then as his successor. He left Somerset House where he .had a Clerk-
ship on account of his delicate health - he only had one lung. He was
entirely devoted to the church, and it was indead his life as well as his
life-work.. No institution ever had a more faithful servant, very business like
in his habits, arriving within a minute or two of 9.20 every day. He only had
a brief married life and was looked after by his devoted daughter. He had a
repository of memories connected with St. James’s, but alas never committed
them to paper, and much local history has thus been lost. For many years he
was Secretary to Burlington School.” The memorial. service was held on July
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14th 1942 and was attended by Archbishop Temple who said ‘all that was
necessary for maintenance of the routine and mechanism so essential tothe

church welfare was due to his constant careful and unremitting attention.

Everything was safe in his hands,and out of that trust that one learnt to place
in him there grew up a strong personal affection. There is really no sadness
about his passing on. He had given a full measure of a most faithful service
for a longer period than most men can hope to be active in his calling what-
ever it may be.’ |

Our Lady Worker Miss Lilian Woolcombe retired in 1927. She was succeeded
by two other ladies who served for a few years, and in 1934 by Miss Dorothy
Niblett. Perhaps she .was the most conscientious and energetic worker that
has ever served St. James’s,and the children owe a very great deal to her
deep spirituaiity and selflessdevotion to duty. She was a fervent visitor and
kept records of people living in every house and street in the parish who were

all visited regularly. The Rector too was a keen visitor; it was the work he

liked best and felt was most rewarding. He was well known in the staff
quarters of Marlborough House and of some of the clubs, as well as with
members upstairs. Since the 1930°s the Rector has been Chaplain of the
Royal National Throat, Nose and Ear Hospital in Golden Square. He, or the

"assistant priest, visits the.patients regularly, and takes them Holy Com-

munion,

In the 1930s the organisations functioning in the parish were the Women's
Meeting on Monday afternoons which was run by the Lady Worker, and the

Mothers’ Union which was run by Mrs. Bostock and met once a month. There

were about twenty to thirty women present at both these meetings, some
ladies belonging to both, others to one or the other. They came from very
different backgrounds, some the wives of chauffeurs or policemen, some
employed in the large houses in the parish or in royal establishments, others
the wives of caretakers or housekeepers of buildings such as the Royal -
Academy, insurance offices or banks. In this category, we think of Mrs.
Christie, of Swiss origin, married to an Englishman, who for many years was
housekeeper at Christies, the auctioneers, and was there when the Rooms
were destroyed in 1940- We are glad to say that Mrs. Cristie has been a
member of our Mothers' Union for over 45 vears and still worships with us

“whenever possible.

The Bible Class, led by the assistant priest, met on Monday evenings and
was chiefly for people who were not free during the afternoon. On Wednes--

day evenings it was the turn of the Girls’ Friendly Society, and the two
survivors who still worship with us are Miss Dorothy Rowe and Miss Elsie
Norton. Miss Rowe lived as a child with her parents and brothers and sisters
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in King Street where her father was housekeeper at the old Lefevre Gallery,
now in Bruton Street. She attended Sunday School in the days of Canon Mc-
Cormick and has worshipped in the church where she was baptlsed ever since.

Elsie Norton came to t.ondon as a girl, and has been with us for over 50

~ years. We owe these two friends a deep debt of gratitude for their long and

faithful service to the church. Miss Margaret Wall ran the Girt Guides and her
friend Miss Tomlinson the Brownies, both on Thursday evenings. After his
arrival the Rector started the St. James’s Fellowship for prayer and spiritua!

" training which met in church before the great festivals, and there was the

occasional social gatherings. There was also a Freewill offering scheme
which helped to augment the finances of the church.

The choir consisted of about eight professional men and twelve boys and
practised on Friday evenings. Some of the boys had scholarships at Balham
Grammar School on condition that they could be removed to sing at special
mid-week services such as weddings etc. when required. The choir had a

high reputation and gave special performances at Christmas and.on Good
Friday evenings. The English Hymnal had been introduced by William Temple. -
Mention should here be made of the Sunday School, led by Miss Beatrice '
Johnson, the daughter of a Physician Extra-Ordinary to Queen Victoria. For
over 50 years a devoted worker in the Sunday School and true friend to the

- girls of the parish, she died in 1929. There is a memorial tablet in the church

to Miss Johnson by Eric Gill and another to her father.

Every December 31st there was a Watch-Night Service, when Miss Gertrude
McCormick returned to her old parish and accompanied the hymns. The
Rector gave a short address as the clock struck 12. The church was usually
packed, and many people came from the restaurants and places of entertain-
ment. There was also the annual Christmas sale of work. As we had no
parish hall until after the war, we hired halls in the neighbourhood, but the
cost was considerable and had to be deducted from the takings. The proceeds
were usually for missionary work and in 1934 we made £92. 13s. bd. which at
the time was considered very good.

The congregations were varied and consisted of some people who had been
baptised in the church and worshipped there all their lives, We think
especially of the Godson, the Middlemiss, the Rowe, and the Callway
families. Members of these families are commemorated on the 1914 - 1918 war .
memorial at the west end of the north aisle. This was unveiled by a boy of
three in 1920. whose father William Curry Godson, had laid down his life for
his country in 1917. The Godson family are still represented by his aunt Mrs.
Hilda Galloway, née Godson. Another name on the war memorial is that of
Edward William Bailey, the brother of one who was a devoted member of the
church all her life, Mrs. Alice Middlemiss, who died in 1970, Her son Thomas
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is commemorated on the 1940 - 45 war memorial. Another name is that of
James Virtue McEntire, who also served in the South African War. He was
survived by two sisters, Beatrice, who died in the 1930s, and Charlotte, a
regular worshipper until her death in 1959, In her will she left £100 to the
Choir Fund and another £100 tc the Rector, which was spent on a silver
chalice, paten and wafer box. One of those who served in the 1914 - 1918
war and happily returned te sing in the choir and be our Churchwarden was
Joseph Callway. He married Dorothy Champion, whose family lived in Dover
Street and who had been educated at Burlington School in the 1890°s. She was a
keen member of the Mothers’ Union and a very regular attendant at church
until her death in 1974, Mr. Callway died in 1966.

Other members of the congregation were Mrs. Wall who at one time lived over
the famous sausage shop in Jermyn Street bearing her husband’s name, and
her son, Murray, who sang in the choir, and her daughter Margaret, who as
previously mentioned ran the Girl Guides. There were also Mrs. Andrew Lang,
widow of the famous author, Lady Mary Scott, a grand -daughter of the Duke
of Wellington, Mrs. Heath, the wife of an eminent aurist ana her two
daughters, Rachel and Madge, who were very important leaders in the Girl
Guide Movement. Descendants of a family who had erected a window in the
north gallery in memory of one of their family were represented by Mrs. Elam,
her son Henry and her daughter Cynthia. Nor must we forget Miss Marion
Graham who has worshipped regularly in the church for nearly 50 years. Some
members of her family have either been married or baptised in the church and
she has always been a generous benefactor. Most of these ladies undertook
to provide the flowers for decorating the church for festivals. They covered
the pulpit, lectern, font and the alitar with a profusion of flowers. There were
also a number of retired officers of H.M.’s Forces and civil servants who
lived in their clubs or in ‘Gentlemen’s Chambers’. One of these was Col. E.
D. Synge-Hutchinson V.C. who had attended the church for many vyears.
Though he came of an Irish family which had produced several bishops, he
had been brought up a Presbyterian, yet at the age of 74 he was prepared for
confirmation which took place in Westminster Abbey, He was the last officer
in the regular forces to win the V.C. during the life -time of Queen Victoria.
He died in 1940. We should also mention three distinguished families who
lived in St. James’s Square, the Earl and Countess of Strafford, the Marquis
and Marchioness of Bristol and the Earl of Iveagh.

Another notable parishioner was one who was termed the ‘Duchess of Jermyn
Street’, Rosa Lewis, owner and manageress of.the Cavendish Hotel. One of her
friends was the Bishop of Nassau, and on one of his visits to the hotel in the °
1930’s he confirmed her privately in her room. Afteg that the Rector took her
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Communion from time to time, and occasionally she came to Matins, rather
towards the end of the service. One Christmas day during the war the Rector
went across to wish Rosa the compliments of the season and he found her
entertaining her friends to drinks. She passed his hat round and made all her
guests contribute as a Christmas present for the church. Rosa stayed in
London throughout the war and died in 1952, Her funeral took place in the
south aisle on December 3rd. After her death the old Cavendish Hotel was
demolished and a new one built in its place.

Chapter 4
SCHOOLS

Before the war there were two schools in the parish, St. Peter’s and St.
James ‘s Primary School in Great Windmill Street and Burlington School in Boyle
Street. St. Peter’s and St. James's School, founded in 1871, was built in
memory of the Earl of Derby, a benefactor of St. Peter’s church, and was for
young children who lived in Soho. The Rector is always Chairman of the
Managers and the assistant priest or lady worker gives religious instruction.
The Diocesan [nspector of Schools has always given good reports of the
school with its large number of foreign pupils, and from it at one time we
drew many-of our Wolf Cubs and Brownies. In the last century the children
attended church regularly, the boys on one side of the gallery, the girls on
the other. '

Burlington School was one of the charity schools founded in 1699 in the days
of Archbishop Wake. The Rector has always been Chairman of the Governors.
At first the school was housed in a rented house in Carnaby Street and taught
poor children to read and write and. to understand the catechism. In 1928 it
claimed to be the oldest girls’ school in the County of London. There used to
be a special service in the church when a ‘charity sermon’ was preached on
the 1st Sunday in Advent. The first such service was held in1706 and they
continued till 1853. The girls sang an anthem, and a collection was taken on
behalf of the school. Children in the early days spent ten hours each day in
school with no exercise outside. The school became known as Burlington
School after the Lord Burlington who in 1719 gave a site on part of his
property north of Burlington House between Boyle Street and Great Burlington
Street. According to Miss Marian Burgess, the historian of Burlington, this
site, the Earl’s ‘three acre field’, may have been the former grazing ground for
his horses. In 1725 the building was 2 stories high, and water was obtained
from a well which was discovered close to the steps whén the building was
pulled down in 1937. By 1928 the numbers had been steadily declining, and
the building was old and unsuitable, so the Governors decided that the only
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solution was to sell the freehold and to move the school. The next problem -
was to find a district in the outskirts of London where a school was needed
and where a suitable site could be found. In 1934 the London County Council
found a solution and the Governors were offered a site in Wood Lane, Hammer-
smith. The foundation stone was laid by the Marquis of Hartington. represent-
ing the Boyle and Cavendish families, on November 26th 1935.

Chapter 5
1935 - 1938 THE CORONATION

1935 may be described as a typical year before the War. The list of services
was as follows: .
Sundays. Holy Communion 8.16 am and after Matins at 12.15 also the first
Sunday in the month at 7.15 am. Matins and Sermon 11 am Evensong
and Sermon 6.15. '
Children’s Service 2nd Sunday in the month at 3.15 pm, On other
Sundays Sunday Schoo! in the Church Room (Superintendent, Miss
Niblett) and a Class for Senior Children.
Holy Baptism and Churchings every Sunday by arrangement or on
week -days.
Saints’ Days, Holy Communion 8 am -

, Weekdays Thursday, Holy Communion 11 .45 am. Short Serwce 12.30 pm.

An interesting series of Christmas parties took piace in January 1935, On
January 14th the choir boys had a sumptuous tea in the church room, and then,
accompanied by the Rector and Mr. Mason, the organist, visited the Mon-
seigneur News Cinema-in Piccadilly. On Wednesday the 15th it was the turn
of the choirmen and the Rector entertained them to supper in thet rectory,
followed by a concert of solo songs and choruses. On January 21st the Bible
Class gave a Whist Drive Social and on the 23rd the Girls’ Friendly Society
filled the church room to overflowing with dancers, young and old, with the
Barn Dance, the Boston Two Step and Valeta, as well as the Fox Trot and One
Step. On Thursday April 4th, my brother, President of the previous year's
Oxford University Boat Club, Mr. Gerald Ellison, gave atalk on ‘The Univers- -

ity Boat Race’. Tickets were 2/6d., 1/- and 6d. in aid of church funds. In 1973

he became Bishop of London.”On June 16th, Peter, the third son of our Church-
warden and Mrs. Bostock, was ordained Deacon by the Bishop of Leicester for
work in Kenya. In 1953, as an Honorary Canon of Mombasa Cathedral he re-

turned to the pulpit of St. James’s and gave us an account of his experiences.

Under the auspices of the Society for Nautical Research an interesting
tablet was erected in the vestibule. In 1929 the Dutch Ambassador unveiled
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a plaque to the two marine artists, William Van de Velde the Elder (1610-
1693) and his son William Van de Velde the Younger (1633 - 1707} who after
1673 lived and worked in this country. A few years later the Fiy Fishers Club
erected a memorial tablet to Charles Cotton of Beresford Dale, who had been
buried in the church in 1687. Five floor tablets to distinguished Royal
Academicians of Burlington House were placed in the north vestibule between
1929 and 1939. They commemorated George Spencer Watson, Robert Anning

Bell, Herbert Hughes Stanton, James Jebusa Shannon and Fredrick Pomeroy.
Another tablet was placed in memory of William Curtis Green in 1960.

The highlight of these years was the Coronation of H.M. King George VI in
1937. The church was on the route of the procession and the fore-court was

a valuable site for a stand. We were approached by a firm of contractors whp
wished to erect a huge stand over the fore-court and another over the back
area next to Church Place. The Parochial Church Counci! accepted the offer,
and for about a month before the Coronation a forest of scaffolding was
erected .to the West and East of the rectory, and all our rooms got darker and
darker. We had about 40 of our own friends and relations at seats at our win-
. dows and on the roof of the porch. Since the house was barricaded and every-
one had to be in their seats very early, some of these 40 slept in the house,
and all had to be given three meals. A Service of Holy Communion was held
in the Church at 7.30 am. This Corcnation was the first service to be broad-
cast from the Abbey and it was a unique experience to hear the Archbishop’s
deep voice coming from the loudspeakers on the stands all: over the house.

The money received from the stand totalled £9750, of which £3000 was given
to the Diocese and Missionary Societies as a Thanks-offering. Out of the
"balance £5510 was allocated for the redecoration of the church. Professor

" Albert Richardson was chosen as architect and in the early autumn the church
was closed. The dark coloured margins to the stained glass windows erected
in Victorian days were removed and a new heating system and indirect
lighting were installed. All the walls and pillars were repainted. Blue
cushions were purchased for some of the pews and 200 blue Prayer and Hymn
Books costing £46 or 5/6d the pair. St. James's really seemed set for a new
lease of life. The old stone archway, built in 1862 and depicted in many old
prints of the Piccadilly entrance to the fore -court, was removed. A beautiful
iron gate to commemorate the Coronation was installed with His Majesty’s
monogram in the middle.

The work was completed by Christmas 1937 and Professor Richardson was

very anxious to show itto Her Majesty Queen Mary. The question in our minds
was who would come first, the Queen or our third child. Mary was born on
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January 23rd 1938, and a few weeks l|ater a letter arrived from Marlborough
House telling us that Her Majesty would like to come in two days’ time. We
had been told that the Queen liked a sit-down tea round a dining room table
with a chocolate cake and Turkish cigarettes. After she had been shown
round the church and the staff had been presented to her, Her Majesty took
tea with us. After tea, the baby daughter was brought down and presented to
the Queen who said, ‘What are you going to call her?’ and the Rector replied,
‘By the gracious name of Mary, Your Majesty.’
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PART H

THE WAR, 1933-1945
Chapter 6
WAR 1S DECLARED

In Se_ptember 1938 the Rev. Walton Hannah joined the staff and of him the
Rector said: ‘In three months he has gained an assured place in the hearts of
the people. 1 am very glad that with his help we have been able to have

Mating in the church daity at 9.30 which .
came.” Mr. Hannah became Superintendent
started a club for boys over fourteen whic

| have longed to do ever since i
of the Senior Sunday School, and
h met fortnightly. in the autumn we

had a visit from the Choir of the Russian Orthodox Church in Exile in Paris.
They gave a concert in the church one Sunday afternoon and afterwards came

to tea in the Rectory. Conversation was a
played with their beads and the ice was b

bit difficult, but our baby daughter
roken. Their tour of Great Britain

realised £900 and the collection taken -at St. James's was the second largest
in the country, and easily led the way in the diocese. On the evening of the

2nd Sunday in Advent there was 2 public
given a medal on a cord to be worn in chu

admission of choir boys who were
rch. At Christmas the choir per-

formed Bach's Christmas Oratorio with considerable success.

In January 1939 a nativity play. written by Miss Niblett, The Mystery of
Christmas, was performed by members of the congregation in the Mary Sumner
House, Westminster. Mr. Mason was .at the piano, assisted by a violinist, and
the hymns were led by the choir. This play was later published by the Mother’s
Union and performed in many other places. On Good Friday a Procession of

Witness marched from St. Peter's Great Wi
the Rev, Clarence May, Vicar of St. Peter’

ndmitl Street to St James’'s where
g, gave an address. Bach's Passion

Music was performed at 7 pm, and the rendering was considered superb. The
special preachers in July were, Archdeacon Lonsdale Ragg, of Gibralear,

Canon Tupper Carey, Chaplain at Monte C
of the Anglican Society of St. Francis. In

arlo, and Brother Douglas, Foundar
June, the St. James’s Players pro-

duced another play written by Miss Niblett in the schools in Creat Windmill
Street; it was called James Son of Zebedee, and two performances Were given.
Everyone was greatly moved and the Rector wrote in the magazine, '| would

like t0 eXpress my Own warm admiration of the play itself, and of the way It was
presented by g-hose' members of the congregation who took part. | found it very

beautiful, and a deeply moving production

and 1 could tell that many others

¥

were of the same opinion.’ One of those who took a leading part in the play
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was a member of the choir, Robert Bennett, who was killed when flying with
the R.A.F. in April 1943, having first spent a year at Kelham Theological
Coliege

On Thursday June 29th a very successful bazaar was held in the church room
and the forecourt. In the evening, a performance of scenes from Midsummer
Night's Dream was- given under the trees by members of the Girls’ Friendly
Society. The sum of £95 was realised and divided between the Church
Missionary Society, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel and Moral
Welfare Work. The opener, Miss Mary Holland, the daughter of a distinguished

soldier, lived with her widowed mother in a flat in St. James’s Square.

As war seemed imminent our two greatest treasures, the reredos and the font,
were heavily sandbagged.. Our precious registers as well as the church plate
were taken to the bank. The sandbags were covered with a gorgeous Chinese

red silk bedspread with a flaming gold lion in the centre, kindly lent by Rosa
Lewis of the Cavendish Hotel. There is a photograph in existence of a war-
time wedding taken in front of this unique and interesting protection. The
P.C.C. also generously provided an Air Raid shelter in the basement of the
rectory at the cost of £96. It was meant to serve the staff of the church as
well as the Rector’s family. It was also thought desirable that Mr. Murray
should be on the spot at all times, so he and his wife moved from Sandringham
Buildings, where they lived, 10 minutes walk away, and took up their resi-
dence in the rectory.

In September 1939 war was declared for the second time in this century.
During the latter part of August we were away with our children on holiday in
the Lake District, and when the news was ominous on Friday September 1st
the Rector decided that we must all motor south the next day. it was arranged
that the children and | were to stay with my aunt near Oxford while the
Rector was to come on to London. But, alas, by the time he arrived at Oxford
Station, the last train had left, because there had not been time to ‘black it

ut’, and he was not able to reach London till the next day between 12 and 1
pm when he learnt that war had been declared, and that the first air raid
warning had been sounded.

Miss Niblett has described those momentuous days: ‘The week before declar-
ation of war seemed to be concerned with evacuation. We persuaded people,
who could do so, to leave London, and, in any case to allow their children
to do so. .

Friday Sept. 1st 1939. St. James’s and St. Peter’s School, Great Windmil!
Street, left for an unknown destination (actually Cambridge}, complete with
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gas masks, and packages of food for.the. journey. Children and parents
assembled in the playground at lunch time, and prayers were said by the Rev.
Walton-Hannah before the children left. Italians and other nationalities were
represented among our children, and some parents were weeping and in an
. excited condition. Mrs. Murray, our Verger's wife, left with them as a helper,

~ but returned on Sept. 2nd as there was no atcommodation for her.

Saturday  Sept. 2nd. Everywhere people were engaged in last minute trench
digging, sandbagging and black -out arrangements. Walton Hannah decided to
reserve the Blessed Sacrament, as heavy air raids had been predicted.

Sunday Sept. 3rd. It was to be made known during the morning whether or not
war would be declared. Matins proceeded as usual, but everyone was tense.
The situation was accentuated by the arrival of about 50 men of the Queen’s
Westminster Rifles, in battle dress, for the morning service. They marched in
and occupied the fronts seats on the north side. Mr. Bostock, the Church-
‘warden, was seen to go through the church into the rectory during the service,
and some people realised that he had gone to listen to the wireless for the
expected announcement. Shortly afterwards he came back and spoke to Walton
Hannah who was conducting the service. The latter then announced that war
had been declared. During the sermon the first official air raid waming was
sounded. Immediately the soldiers donned their metal helmets. Their presence
and this action gave a great sense of security to the congregation Walton
Hannah advised the congregation to remain ‘under cover’, but said the service
was suspended, so that those who wished to leave comd-do so. He removed
the Blessed Sacrament to the air raid shelter in the rectory, and invited some
of the older folk to take refuge there, Most of the rest remained in church,
some choosing to stand under the tower as the safest place. After a while, _
the "All Clear’ sounded. The service continued with the singing of 'O God our
help in ages past’ and special prayers, and then Walton Hannah went to the
altar for the 12.30 pm Eucharist. The Queen’'s Westminister Rifles stayed for
this and many made their Communion.’ -

We had quite a good éongregation for Evensong at 5.30 at which the King's:
Address to His subjects was relayed, then after a few prayers, Mr. lan
Hannah M.P. father of the assistant priest, gave us a moving little address on
‘Love never faileth’.

The children from St. James's and St. Peter's School had been evacuated to
Cambridge, while the girls from Burlington went to Oxford, where they joined
forces with the Milham Ford School in that city. By an ingenious system of
dove -tailing, both schools were able to maintain a reasonable time-table for
the next four years. After a few months when ‘some girls began to return to
London, Burlington was run in two sections, half in Oxford and the other half
in London; this went on until 1943, when the whole school and the staff

- returned to London.
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In the weeks that followed the declaration of war, there was a strange feeling
of isolation in London. Much of the ordinary work of the parish (apart from
visiting and services) was at a standstill. The streets were quiet, and there
was an uncanny sense of waiting for something to happen, and as a friend has
said, ‘One felt that we in London were "‘holding the fort”* almost alone.’
Many firms and a number of people were evacuated, and with the school
closed the London Meals Services opened a communal lunch centre on the
premises. The cooking was done on Army Field kitchens, and the stew was
cooked in big black cauldrons. A West Indian woman sat behind a table at
the receipt of custom and the restuarant was well filled. The price of a meal
was 9d. withaut a sweet, 1/- with plum duff.’

In November, the children of Soho started coming back home from Cambridge,
}and Miss Alison Bostock, daughter of our Churchwarden, kindly agreed to give
. 'some teaching in the church room for a few months. The school re-opened in
Great Windmill Street in Apnl 1940, and then the communal kitchen was
taken over by the London County Council Meals Service and proper gas
cookers installed. A few months later on August 3rd Alison was married

| before the sand-bagged reredos to 2nd Lieut. Stephen Kemp R. A , who sub-
sequently was a prisoner of war of the Japanese.

Chapter 7
1940 - 42 THE GREAT DISASTER

To begin with, the only change in the time of services was that Evensong on
Sundays took place earlier. At first it was at 5.30, then 3.30 on account of
the black -out. The evening organisations were all cancelled but in order to
keep the people together a parish social was held every Saturday afternoon.
A group met for intercessions, led by different members of the congregation,
a Red Cross Working Party was started and a National Savings Group formed.
The Christmas parties were held as usual, but the midnight service on New
Year's Eve had to be dropped.

By January 1940 the finances of the church were beginning to look very bad;
the total expenditure for the year was put at £1754 and the estimated receipts
at only £1482 At this rate, Mr. Bostock thought all our reserves would be
exhausted at the end of a few years. Here are a few items of the 1939
accounts: Coke £50, Repairs £85, Electricity £564, Insurance £62, Washing of
Surplices £16, Choir and Organist £339, and there was extra expense in
connection with the air raid shelter, So the suggestions for the reduction of

* Quoted from ‘*London under Fire’” by Mrs. Robert Henrey.
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expenditure included the appointment of an unpaid organist, the recruitment of
a voluntary choir, and the possibility of Mr. Hannah being employed part-time
elsewhere, thus reducing his salary from St. James’s. As a result of these
suggestions Mr. Mason the organist most generously offered to continue his
services without remuneration; he resigned from his post altogether when the
organ was destroyed in 1940, and died in 1946. In course of time other work
was found for Mr. Hannah and a voluntary choir came into effect. In June
1940 the Parochial Church Council applied for a Faculty for the erection of
an A.R.P. shelter for the use of the staff and general public in the burial
ground at the west end of the church under the plane trees. The Westminster

- City Council agreed to undertake both the cost and responsibility.

The Bishop wanted his clergy to get away for a short holiday if possible, not
too far from their parishes. As we could not keep three children in the rectory
when the Battle of Britain was beginning, we rented a house at Amersham,
where the Rector’'s sistér lived, for the school holidays, | stayed on there for

a few weeks with Mary the baby when the boys returned to school in September.

Mrs. Murray kindly undertook to look after the Rector.

Sunday October 13 was our Harvest Festival and the preacher was Dr. Fisher,
Bishop of London, paying us his first official visit since his enthronement.

" The thurch never looked more lovely and there was a great congregation. |
came up for the day and the Bishop and Mrs. Fisher lunched with us. On the
Monday afternoon the Women's Meeting was held as usual in the church room
where the distribution of the harvest fruit and vegetables took place. The
Rector looked in to greet everyone and told them he was just catching a
train to Amersham, as it had been arranged that | should move the next day to
Radlett to stay with my eldest brother, Walter Ellison.

At 6 pm Miss Rowe visited the Murrays in the kitchen of the rectory and left
when the sirens sounded at 7 pm. Round about 8 pm a bomb exploded in the
fore-court. The rectory was destroyed and the north wall of the church
severely damaged. Hundreds of incendiary bombs descended on the roof of the
church setting it alight. We understood later that the fire was made worse by
a disused gas main. The firemen worked valiantly and by morning the fire was
out, but there was water everywhere, about 2 feet all up the main aiste. The
official account of what happened was written by the Rector and is recorded
in the parish magazine for January, 1941 |

“What actually happened was this. When the bomb fell outside the réctory in

the court-yard it caused in effect a slight earthquake, so that the rectory
fell like a pack of cards. Both Murray and his wife were pinned under the
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debris, in the kitchen; they were within earshot of each other, and Mrs.
Murray heard him bidding her farewell and then praying until in a few minutes
there was silence. It is presumed that he died soon after. She found herself
sitting in a chair with her legs inside the cupboards of the kitchen dresser.

She-was pinned down by bricks and suffering great pain. Mr. Hannah in Duke

. Street, heard the crash, and hastened to the scene. He quickly gathered a

band of soldiers and sailors who happened to be near, and with them, amid
the dangers of bombs and blast, hacked their way through to the undamaged
shelter. One of those who helped was Roger Bostock, our Churchwarden’s
second son who by chance was in Piccadilly that night. In fact it was very
difficult to get into the basement of the rectory as the exit of the shelter
was blocked, and it was Roger who knew that the cellar, which was the Air
Raid Shelter, was under the Vestry and that there was a connection from the
Vestry, and so they eventually got through the rubble that had been the
Vestry. This took them from eight to ten hours, and Mrs. Murary heard them
working their way through. Finally, some men were able to crawl through to

. the kitchen. Mr. Murray was found to have been much injured about the head,

and Mrs. Murray was suffering from multiple bruises and shock. She was
taken .to St. Ceorge’s Hospital and it was hoped that she would recover, but
the shock was too great, and she died a week after the disaster. She and Mr.

" . Murray had'evudently been just unable to reach the shelter though it was only

a yard or two away. Mrs. Murray’s handbag was found on the bed in the
shelter. The two funeral services were held in St. Peter’s Church Great
Windmill St. Mr. and Mrs. Murray left one son John who was serving in the
Royal Navy at the time his parents died.

In the same magazine for January 1941 the Rector wrote: ‘Mr. Murray was
appointed Verger in 1934, and originally he hadbeen a Church Army Captain
and had the evangelistic touch. Quite a number of people have told me that
they had come to St. James’s in the first instance, and continued to come,
because Mr. Murray gave them such a warm welcome, and several times he
had been the means of getting confirmation candidates. He never thought of
himself, and nothing asked of him was .ever a trouble. He was deeply devout
in his religious life, a man of prayer who lived as he prayed. The same could
be said of his wife Edith who was a great help in many ways in the parish.
She had an attractive personality and a quiet way of taking the lead amongst

“the women; she was much beloved by all, not least by the young people and

children. She looked after the alter linen and prepared the breakfasts in the
church room after the early services. These two faithful servants of Cod’'s
were only with us for 6 years, but they made a deep mpress&on on those who
knew them which will not soon be forgotten
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A curious incident is worth recording. Early next morning, Tuesday October
15th, Miss Niblett, who lived six to_seven-miles away in North Kensington,
had a premonition, so she telephoned the rectory. She distinctly heard the
bell of the telephone which stood in the front hall ring. Her fears were calmed
and she thought that if the bell could ring the cables must be intact and the
rectory all right. But when she arrived at the church, she found Mr. Hannah
had been up all night and desolation everywhere. In spite of all the water

Mr. Hannah had waded up thie aisle and removed the best white altar frontal
and the Bible from the lectern. Our Churchwarden,:Joe Callway rescued the
Mothers’ Union banner. Mr. Hannah and Miss Niblett naturally wished to
communicate with the Rector as soon as possible but Mr. Murray was the only
one who had his address. Eventually the police traced the Rector’s sister and
she supplied our telephone number. At about 11 am the Rector received the

- message, ‘Church and Rectory destroyed’ and immediately took the next train
to London. '

The sight that met his eyes in Piccadilly was indescribable, the church roof-
tess, his home gone and what remained of the contents, including his grand
piano, standing out in the street. He eventually found Miss Niblett and Mr.
Hannah and learnt what had happened. Later that night he found his way to
my brother’s house at Radlett where | had arrived. We lived in various
furnished houses in Radlett for the next 4 years and the Rector did the 15
mile journey 4 or 5 times a week, On Sundays this meant leaving the house
at 7 am in order to catch the 7.15 workman’s train to St. Pancras and then a
tube journey which just got him toSt. James's in time for the 8.15 service.

In the magazine the Rector wrote, ‘God in His mercy has given us at St.

~ James's a heavy cross to bear, and a real cross to carry. We have the
privilege of Christian Martyrdom, and being in a special sense in ‘‘the Front
line"". Restoration is out of the question, the north wall must be taken down
as soon as possible as it is unsafe. The interior will have to be cleared of
everything. On the other hand, we have much to be thankfu! for, the reredos _
and font were saved by the fore -sight of having both protected by sand-bags
and were immediately sent to places of safety. The organ externally was
little damaged, although it was affected by water.’ (Later it was discovered
that the delicate mechanism and wooden pipes were badly damaged, but were
reparable.) Professor Richardson assured us that the .church could be perfectly

restored after the war provided salvaging, shoring up of walls and preserva-
tion of all the delicate decorative work were done without delay. This

immediate preservative work was estimated to cost about £2,500. Great
efforts were made to find this money; gifts of jewellery were sometimes found
in the collecting boxes in Piccadilly and Jermyn Street. The people of St.
James’s felt that they could truly reply in the words of their patron Saint to
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Our Lord's WOrdsi‘Are ye able to drink of the cup that | shall drink of? ‘Yes
Lord, we are able.’

The following is a quotation from The St. James s Lyre and Piccadilly Gazette
of November 1940:

'The blackene_d ruins of St. James’s Church leave many of us in St. James’s
‘with heavy hearts. Our tears are such as angels weep. The vile and diobolical
hand of the vandal attacker has destroyed one of those creations of divine
genius which is irreplaceable. Our other sufferings seem small with this one.
It makes one feel mad. All the associztions of this, our particular corner of
lLlondon were crystalised in a curious way round the church. The clock was
our personal timepiece; its face and chime marked out with friendly dignity
our daily round. Inside, there was peace for a little space, and a spiritual
oasis where we could rest and then return refreshed to the busy life outside
its aoors. We who now walk past the church in grief, offer to the clergy and
congregation our sympathy, it the realisation of their immeasurably greater
loss.’

The congregation found a temporary home in St. Peter's Creat Windmill Street,
where the Vicar, the Rev. Clarence May, made them most welcome. St. Peter’s
also suffered bombing in a later raid when some of the contents of the church
were destroyed, but the building was mercifully saved. A valiant effort was
made for the life of the parish to go on as dsual. Because the church room
was out of action, a Christmas social was held in the schools in Creat Wind-
mill Street on Saturday January 4th 1941 from 1.3C.t0 4.30 so that all could
get home before the black -out. Confirmation classes were started again in
February 1941 and the usual gifts of violets were given to mothers on
Mothering Sunday March 12th when there were 56 Communicants.

On Cood Friday, April 11th, after the Three Hours Service in St. Peter’s there
was a Procession of Witness from that Church to St. James’s where a short
service was held within the ruins. The next day, a member of our family was
turning the knobs of the wireless set and suddenly heard the following words
come over from a radio broadcast to the French people. Here is a translation
of what was said ‘In a central district of London there is a church built by
Christopher Wren, famous architect of the seventeenth century. Séme months
ago, a land mine swept away the surrounding houses, brought down the roof,
blew out the windows, and the vaults collapsed. The walls are standing, and
the church now resembles one of those very ancient abbeys, which are barely
more than a scheme in stone. Nevertheless, yesterday, Good Friday, a service .
was celebrated in those ruins as if notiing had happened. One can destroy
the edifice, man and his fdith survive. You ask yourself why so many amongst
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us still believe in a British victory after so many reverses, rebuffs, against
such force massed against us in this country and ill fortune. The Germans

are a powerful nation, because for a number of years they have lived,
breathed and worked solely for war. During the past eighteen months the
Germans have had set-backs, but they have not yet had such defeats to
strain the morale of their people. The British have been through the test.
Norway, Belgium, and then the French catastrophes. Oneach occasionasingle

problem faced them — react, work. In the most critical moment of their history

(from July to September last year), they stopped the cataclysm. They owe it
to the sea and their courage. This will suffice again and avoid all possible
defeat. " This radio address was translated for us by M. Guerault, an English-
man of French descent who had served in the 1914 - 18 War and had married

a French lady. They lived in Park Place, St. James’s Street. Their only son
Robert was a server at St. James's for a few months after leaving school until
he was called 'up. He was severely wounded in the landings which liberated
his mother’s country and has been semi paralysed ever since.

In March 1941, the Rector reported that the south aisle, Jermyn Street side,
could be temporarily roofed over and a brick wall built to screen it from the
main building, and thus form a little church to seat about 70 to 80 people. A
Holy Table could be placed at the east end and a few pews removed to make
room for the clergy and a piano. So, using bricks recovered from the rectory,
the little church in the south aisle came into use on Whit-Sunday 1941, and
lasted until 1953, when we moved to the north aisle. The voice of worship in
St. James's had been silenced only 6 months. There was a steady increase in
the Sunday morning congregations and a passer-by sent the following en-
couraging letter to the Rector: "The action of your church and many others in
re -opening under such appalling difficulties surely constitutes the mightiest
blow which can be struck at the real enemy which we are all fighting.’

Miss Niblett became our pianist and choir-master and under great difficul-
ties made every effort to maintain our musical tradition. We could not afford
to engage professionals and were gratefu! to the men, women, girls and boys
who formed our war-time choir. All the altar frontals and linen were safe with
the exeption of the white frontal which had been on the altar the night of the
bombing and which Mr. Hannah removed. For some unexplainable reason this
frontal remained with its scars until an anonymous friend paid for its cleaning
and restoration in 1973.1t isa gorgeous piece of embroidery, which may last a
hundred years or more to tell those that come after of the night the church
was bombed. The frontals, papers, and other belongings from both the church
and rectory. were stored for a time in the basement of an office rented by The
Times newspaper at 46 Piccadilly, which they most kindly put at our disposal
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One irreparable loss was the destruction of most of the portraits of former

Rectors in the Vestry.But other things were miraculously saved. The safe, in
which were kept the glass vessels for use in the Communion Servnce had been -
blown torward onto its face. When it was eventually lifted in March 1941 all

these vessels were found undamaged.

Mercifully, the church room in Jermyn Street was not badly affected and

served a very useful purpose before we were able to return to the south aisle.
At first, it was a dumping ground for the salvaged goods from the church,
vestry and rectory, as they were dug out and retrieved. it was full of wet
cuxhions from the seats, wet choir cassocks, and wet prayer and hymn books.
There was no heating for the first few weeks, but later an oil stove was
procured which helped to dry out some of the things, and eventually we got
an electric fire. The smell of damp, and goods that had been covered with
explosives cannot be described. !t was the unique odour that comes from
bombed properties. The contents of the vestry were all mixed up in mud and
clay with the contents of the rectory. The house which had been the home of
the Rectors since 1846 was a massive heap of bricks and mortar and this was
gradually removed and the contents, or what remained of them, were taken.

" covered withmud, intothe church room to be sorted. Astonishing results were

obtained by laundries and cleaners, and amongst rescued things were most of
the ‘soft’ articles, such as blankets, linen etc., some of the carpets and rugs,
a few pictures, 60% of the books and some clothes. One sleeve had been

-blown off my fur coat, but the furrier was able to repair it, and | was glad to

see my wedding dress still in one piece. Some clothes were found lying flat
together in a drawer without a hole in them, the chest in which they had lain
having been completely destroyed. Two of the boy’s mackintoshes were found
under the foundations of the basement. and after going into the wash-tub
were quite wearable. One day a policeman saw a tramp wearing what he
thought was an unsuitable pair of boots, so he asked him where he got them.
The tramp pointed to the church, and a rather surprised policeman came and
asked if they belonged to the church; they were indeed the Rector’s hob -
nailed country boots.

The site of the rectory was finally cleared by the end of March 1941 after

- many tons of debris had been carted away, or used to fill up the crater in the

forecourt. Solid furniture, tables and chairs were all smashed to pieces, hut
we were thankful to have our carpets, linen and some of our clothes. In order
to claim for War Damage compensation, |-had to draw up an inventory from
memory. of the contents of the[rectory and submit it to an assessor or valuer
for the City of Westminister. Lucklly he was an. anthde dealer, and his

" valuation and mine resembled each other very closely, so eventually in 1950
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we received the money which helped us to refurnish.

In the midst of al! the damp, dirt, mud and smell in the church room sat the
Rector and Miss Niblett at the only desk which had been salvaged, writing
letters and doing the work of the parish. One day Miss Niblett and | were
carrying a lot of things on an old stretcher which had belonged to the Guides
to the basement that we had been lent in Piccadilly. We had covered the goods
over with a cloth, and as we crossed the road a gentleman took off his hat. He
presumed, perhaps, that we had a body on that stretcher. So, by Whit Sunday
1941 life gradually began to get back to some kind of normality. Parochial
Orgamisations started up again in the church room including the Women’s
Meeting and Mothers’ Union, a Parish Club, open to all, a War-time Working
Party and a monthly social and service of preparation for Holy Communion, In
July a party from the parish visited us at Radlett when the fun may be said to
have been fast and furious. By December, the immediate preservation work

had been completed. Tubular scaffolding supported the large piece of the roof
that was left in position; one or two of the original plaster moulded cherubs

in the roof, which were painted gold, were still intact, and our daughter used
to say that these cherubs were angels guarding her Daddy’s church. The bill
for the preservation work was in excess of the £2,180 so far collected, so the
Fund remained open.

. Under Professor Richardson’s instructions our greatest treasures were stored
in many secret places. The font was deposited in a deep shelter through the
kindness of the then director of the Victoria and Albert Museum the organ
case went to Hardwick Hall by the courtesy of the Duke of Devonshire, and
our reredos to the crypt of a Somerset church. The memorial tablets were
taken down from the walls in case the walls were shaken again and stacked
inside the church. The big bell weighing 22cwt and dated 1686 was brought
down because some timbers supporting it had been burnt and stood outside in
the fore-court until such time as the tower was restored in 1968. Messrs.
Heal, the furniture store in Tottenham Court Road, asked if they could have
some of our old timber with which to make small mementoes. So there are
now scattered about the country bread boards, ink well stands, and the like
bearing a small round disc on which is printed "Made of timber from Wren's
church St. James’s.Piccadilly 1684, destroyed by enemy action 1940.°

Thefts from the church boxes for the Restoration Fund were many. We counted
up to sixty, and then stopped counting. Once Miss Niblett caught a man in
the south vestibule disconnecting a gas ring which had been fixed up as the
only means of hot water and tea making. He was a middle aged well -dressed
man and had put the gas ring into an attache case in which was a suspicious
number of tins of food. On being challenged the man said he wanted a souv-
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enir. He gave the ring back and was told to get out quickly before the Police
were called. Miss Niblett also caught a man who locked himself into the
south aisle and.broke open a money box. When she accompanied the Police to
Savile Row Police Station to make the charge, she was put in a room by her-
self. She thought she was getting V.I.P, treatment but then discovered it was
a celll After a short while she was escorted to an office to make the charge.
She never found out whether this was a case of mistaking the criminal. The
magistrate refused to convict, although the Police knew that the man had a
record, but he had a night in the cell. On another occasion the Rector went
into the south aisle at Easter time and saw a man standing in front of the
Easter Garden. He stood and talked to him for a time and noticed that the
figure of Mary was missing. Something prompted him to say to the man, ‘Is

it not a pity that the figure of Mary is missing, | believe you have it in your
pocket.’ The figure was produced immediately.

'. ‘Let us end this chapter with a description of Christmas Day 1941, an extract

from Mrs. Robert Henry's book London Under Fire (page 82):

‘I decided to attend Matins at St. James's Piccadilly. Only the south aisle
remained, after high explosives and incendiaries had rained on both the
church and the adjoining Rectory during the raids of the previous summer. St.
James's was the essence of Piccadilly. Wrecked and charred it continued to
arrest the attention of the passer-by as the most spectacular ruin of the
neighbourhood. The Court-yard was now filled with all the debris of the
bombed church and Rectory and at the foot of the tree in its winter nakedness
stood a heap of twisted metal and a notice to the effect that the emergency
work was being done by Messrs. XXX & Co. A damp misty smell met one in the
church and if one removed two empty oil cans from the door and neglected the .
warning ‘‘Danger - Keep out’’ it was possible to enter the church itself and
look through the charred timber of what had once been the roof at the sky
above.

All was utter deéolation, smelling of fire, water and decay. The pews were

. piled up on the north side and on the ground the soil of the earth had been

turned up. There were fragments of an old piano, pieces of wood and metal.
But the south aisle was bricked up. This was the only part of the church
where a service could be held, and when | passed in, ! found a dozen people
kneeling, for the service had already begun. A strip of biue and silver lamé
covered the sacred wall behind the altar, ahd holly and chrysanthemurnas were
in profusion. The windows were covered with semi -transparent material which
flapped with the north wind, but which allowed the late December sun to
penetrate and light up the Cross with its golden ray. The offertory box by the
door bore the notice. "*“We have lost much - please give generously.”’ ‘
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A woman sat in front of a piano to the right of the altar playing the music for
the hymns and responses. She reptaced with this piano the seventeenth century
-century organ with its gilded angels which had once graced the church, and
which was fortunately saved from destruction. The boys in the choir wore
frills, and the girls sky blue veils. It was bitterly cold and the traffic in
Jermyn Street roared past with nothing but the flimsy material in the windows
to deaden the noise. But in spite of all this, or perhaps because of it, no
service ever seemed so real to me, The cloth hacks of the prayer books were
warped with long immersion, and the pages stained and smged One felt
honoured to use them.’

Chapter 8
1942 - 45 THE AFTERMATH

In January 1942 the newly fledged choir under Miss Niblett was asked to sing
at a notable wedding at St. Martin’s -in-the -Fields. The bridegroom remarked
aftor the service that he did not know there was a choir left in London that
could sing so beautifully. The choir was invited to sing for several other
weddings at St. Martin's during the remaining days of the war. In 1942 John
Barratt, soloist and leader of the boys for several years, left to join the
Royal Navy. Ancther chorister, Billy Bawn, also left about this time to join
the Merchant Navy. In 1944 these were followed by William Butters, who after
gaining his BSc with honours, joined the Navy. The choir also acquitted itself
well when it sang in St. Mary Woolnoth at the end of 1942 at the memorial
“service for His Hondur Judge Cecil Whiteley who used to worship in St.
James's. In 1943 “they sang Stainer’s Crucifixion in St. Thomas”" Regent
Street accompanied on the organ by our former organist Mr. Arthur Mason. In
1944 it was again asked to sing at St. Martin’s, this time for the Australia
Day Service broadcast direct to Australia. Later in- the same year thechoirsang’
at the Rainbow Corner Service Club in Shaftesbury Avenue, for American
service men and at the ceremony -of lighting the candles on the Christmas
tree. On New Year's Eve it sang at the Hospita! for Women in Soho Square
and at the L.C.C. Hospita! for Girls in Sheffield Street. Each year, either in
Passion week or on Good Friday, the choir gave a performance of either,
" Stainer’s Crucifixion, or the Passion accordmg to ‘St. Mark by Charles Wood.

Early in 1942, with the full concurrence of the Rector, the Bishop of London
appointed The Reverend Walton Hannah Priest- in-Charge of St. Thomas's
Regent Street, a daughter church of St. James’s. This arrangement was fre-
quently adopted during the war when the future of parishes was uncertain. Mr.
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Hannah remained licensed to St, James’s and was willing to give a certain
amount of help, as far as his new duties permitted. Because help was needed
with the Sunday services and other work, we were fortunate to secure the
services of the Ven, J.H. Sharp, Archdeacon of Gibraltar. Mr. Hannah stayed
at St. Thomas’s till 1946 when he was appointed to the living of Balcombe in
Sussex. After a few years there he left the Church of England and joined the
Church of Rome. Eventually he was ordained priest in that Church and was
sent to work in Canada. He died there-in the 1960s.

Up to this time, since the retirement of Mr. Redman in 1940, Miss Niblett had
done all the clerical work of the church as well as her own duties including
her new job of being choir mistress. Consequently in April 1942 an assistant
was appointed to help her, but after 18 months he died and his place was
taken in 1944 by Mrs. Eileen Davies who became a very valuable member of
the staff and later the assistant lady worker and Guide captain,

In 1942 we started lunch hour services in Lent with a list of distinguished
preachers. These services have continued every Lent since then.. Rationing
was the order of the day, so those who wished to were invited to bring their own

“ sandwiches, the church room being available for these people both before and

after the service. On Good Friday of that year the usual Three Hours Service
was not held, as many people were working. The period between twelve and
three was broken up into stages with short addresses and hymns and people
were free to come and go whenever they wished. The Procession of Witness
through the streets was not allowed, but Stainer’s Crucifixion was sung in the
evening, our.Churchwarden Mr. Joe Callway taking the tenor solo. The pattern
of the Good Friday Service was repeated during the remaining years of the
war. In April the parish was honoured by a visit from Mrs. Fisher, wife of the
Bishop of London, who spoke about the women’s offering scheme for moral
welfare work in the diocese. At the Annual Church Meeting that year, Mr.
Callway resigned as Churchwarden and Dr. Wilcken was elected in his place.
A confirmation with ten candidates was held on Whit-Monday in the south
aisle by the new Bishop of Kensington, the Rt. Rev. Henry Montgomery Camp-
bell, later Bishop of Guildford and then of London. Monday July 13th was the
anniversary of the consecration of the church, and on the previous evening
the Rev. Clarence May started a regular feature of our summer Sunday
evenings, an open air service in the fore-court, The congregations of St.
Thomas’s Regent Street and St. Peter’'s Great Windmill Street attended.
September 3rd, the anniversary of the beginning of the war, was ordered to be
observed as a National Day of Prayer and we, like other churches, were
crowded out. The Rector took a service for workers at Wings House opposite
the Church in Piccadilly, and Archdeacon Sharp took a service at Gieves,
also in Piccadilly, at the same time. On September 5th the Rector and | again
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invited the parish to our home at Radlett. The harvest festival was held on
October 4th and gifts for this service included vegetables from allotments in
the parish, including a pumpkin weighing about 40 Ibs. There were also gifts
from the Auxiliary Fire Service and the air raid wardens. Curing 1942 a kind
friend and former worshipper, Mr. Runting, undertook to repair and rebind the
blue hymn books and prayer books which had been so badly damaged when
the church was bombed. Also, during 1942 a Communion Service was started
on Sundays at 9.15 which was followed by breakfast in the church room. At
first this service was held once a month, but later it became one of the
regular Sunday services and has remained so ever since.

One of our neighbours at Radlett was Professor Salisbury, Quain Professor of
Botany at London University and Director of Kew Gardens, who interested him-
self in the growth of flowers on blitzed sites. He pointed out that bracken
fern was growing up in the nave of our church, The following is an article
written by Professor Salisbury for the parish magazine: -

‘The Flora of St. James's Church, Piccadilly’
‘The bombed areas of London are many of them clothed with a mantle of green
that is like a garment of peace covering the scars of war. By no means the
least interesting aspect of this wealth of vegetation even in the heart of built
up areas, is the evidence if affords of the high efficiency of the dispersal of
the seeds and fruits from which these plants are derived. Some of them, it/is
true, may quite possibly have grown from buried seeds that were dormant in
the soil. Others may have been brought in with the fillings of the sandbags.
Still others may have been derived from seeds or fruit carried with the vege-
tables or fruit brought in at harvest festivals or other specia! occasions.
Nevertheless, it is significant that most of the plants which we find have
sprung up in such areas, and especially those that are most common, both as
to the number of individuals and the frequency of sites on which they occur,
POssess seeds or friits which are readily carried by the wind, and which from
their small size, or large surface in relation to the weight of the fruit or seed,
are readily conveyed long distances. It might be thought that the high
building would offer an unsurmountable obstacle to transport on to an area of
exposed soil that is perhaps surrounded on all sides in this way. But the
seeds and fruit are often carried considerable he'ights by warm upward .
currents of air and though on sunny days in autumn the warm air over pave-
ments and roofs will tend to prevent their descent there, the cooler air over
patches of exposed soil may permit such propagules falling to earth.

The churchyard of St. James's Piccadilly, and the bombed nave furnish an
excellent example of this type of colonisation. Exclusive of mosses and fungi,
there were in October 1942 44 kinds of plants, namely two kinds of fern (the
bracken and Male Fern), five grasses and thirtyseven other flowering plants.
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The complete list is as follows:- Fool’s Parsley, Mugwort Black Horehound,
Fat Hen, Red Goosefoot, Creeping Thistle, Crepls Rose-bay Willowherb,
Codlins and Cream, Wood Willowherb, Canadian Fleabane, Gallant Soldiers,
Nipplewort, Yeltow Toadflax, Corn Chamomile, Musk Plant, March Cress, Way-
bread, Iron wood, Wheatbine, Persicaria, Goat Willow, Oxford Groundsel,
Common Groundsel, Tomato, Black Nightshade, Field Sowthistle, Prickly

. Sowthistle, Common Sowthistle, Chickweed, Dandelion, Coltsfoot, Stinging

Nettle, Speedwel!, Vetch; and Grasses, Brome Grass, Colts foot, Yorkshire
fog, Rye Grass, Annual Grass, Bracken and Male Fern. The plant Gallant
soldiers is present in appremable amounts, and its name is an illustration of
how the Latin name of a plant can become corrupted to some similar sounding
English designation. Originating from South America, it was an escape from
Kew Gardens, and so at first had no popular name. Some of the species have
small seeds or fruits which are either carried by the wind or in the mud,
adhering to boots etc., whilst the fruits of the grasses are often transpor ted
upon our clothes. Bombed areas thus not only supply striking illustrations of
plant dispersal and colonisation, but also afford us an opportunity of wit-
nessing the way in which these different plants compete with one another and
so, by observation, we can wrest knowledge from misfortune.’

_In May 1943 we started another feature of our parish life which has continued

" eversince, namely lunch hour music recitals. The first was given by Mme

Marland, a French singer widely known outside this country as well as within
it. So popular were these recitals that someone asked if they could be held -
weekly throughout the year. They were held in aid of the restoration fund and

many kind artistes have given their services. In June we had the great honour |

of a visit from the Central President of the Mothers’ Union, Mrs. Theodore
Woods. Neighbouring branches were invited and Mrs. Woods spoke about her
visit to the members overseas. That November we had our first sale of work
in the church room since the bombing. It was a unique opportunity to acquire
unrationed goods without coupons for Christmas presents. We were greatly
honoured to receive some goods from Her Majesty Queen Mary. The result was
£30, divided between various missionary societies.

in August the Rector wrote in the magazine. ‘| am assured on all sides that
our little south aisle church is being more and more appreciated, both by our
own congregation, and by our Sunday and weekday visitors.’ One of our
visitors wrote to say, 'In these anxious days of strain and sleeplessness
through which we have been passing, | have found this little chapel an in-.
spiration, because the Lord is in this place.” Shortly before he died, the ,
former Bishop of Norwich Dr. Pollock said to the Rector, ‘| do love that little
church,” So on all sides we were encouraged in what we were doing.
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The National Day of Prayer was again observed in September, 1943, and this
year the addresses were given by the Rev. Gilbert Shaw, who had recently.
"come as Warden of St. Anne’s House Soho. About 500 people assembled in the
fore-court for an out-door service at 11 am and the south aisle was full for
two lunch hour services. Christmas was rather eventful on account of the
black-out. We had asked permissicn to have candles in the church for the
early service of Holy Communion on Christmas Day which was granted. Miss
Rowe made a lovely scene with candles and night-lights on the benches down
the side of the aisleas well as on the altar which was decorated with holly,
flowers and evergreens. Two policemen passing along Jermyn Street thought there
was too much light in respect of the black-out. Miss Rowe invited them in. They
stood and looked and were so impressed by the beauty and simplicity of it all
that they said this amount of illumination could go on,

Early in 1944 the Rector was thrilled to receive a gift for the Restoration Fund
- from the Hon. Secretary of the Diocese of Gambia and Rio Pongas in West
Africa. The Rev. Harry Meusah, a West African, had organised a bazaar in
Bathurst, Gambia, and helped by church members, school children, some *
R.A.F. lads and English ladies had raised £135 for bombed churches in
England of which-£10 was sent to Sf. James's. Very heavy air raids took
place again in February. The London Library in St. James’s Square was badly
hit. The church suffered once again, the temporary glass in the windows of
the south aisle being destroyed. But far worse was the death of four air raid
wardens from Post 5 in the parish. The wardens who lost their lives were
William Barnes, Hilda Harrison, James Murphy.and John Ogden. Mr. Barnes,
only 2 years short of 70, was a green-grocer in Crown Court, that unique
passage way that runs from King Street to Pall Mall. Mrs. Barnes and-her
daughter had often helped in various ways at the church, and her husband had
been a most reliable warden since the beginning of the war. Mr. Ogden was a
member of the distinguished firm of silversmiths from Harrogate who have a
shop in King Street. Some. years before his father had obtained for us the gift
of an old silver tankard cup, which he believed formed part of our. Commuriion
Set. James Murphy was an Irishman working in the hotel business, always
cheerful, cool and brave in emergencies. Hilda Harrison, was the manageress
of a well known block of service flats, a warden since 1940, and out in all -
weathers, fearless and always ‘on the job.” A memorial service was held on
February 28th which was attended by the Mayor and Mayoress of Westminster,
the City Clerk, and representatives of the Police, the W.V.S., and Wardens.
The lesson was read by the District Warden for Mayfair and the Dean of West-
minster gave the Blessing. Over 200 people crowded into the south aisle, and
many more were unable to get beyond the vestibule. In recognition of
exemplary conduct on the occasion of this air raid, H.M. the King was
graciously pleased to award the British Empire Medal to the Deputy Post



P i

Warden.Mr. T.F. Woodroffe, and another Warden Mrs. Cecily Tickle received an
expression of Commendation for her services on the same night.

An entirely new service was written for the service in the afternoon of Mother-
ing Sunday of 1944. Lessons were read by a son, a daughter, a father, a
mother, a grandfather and a grandmother. These lessons centred round differ-
ent types of motherhood, beginning with Hannah, the mother of Samuel, lead-
ing up to Mary the Mother of Jesus and on to the Church, our mother and the
Heavenly Jerusalem the Mother City. Hymns and Psalms were sung between
the readings and over 70 people were entertained to tea in the church room
after the service, *

The Bishop of London, Dr. Fisher, preached on Passion Sunday. His previous
visit had been on the eve of our great catastrophe, so we were pleased to
show him how we were managing. During Holy Week, an Easter Garden was
erected on the benches along the wall of the south aisle. One correspondent

" wrote, ‘Finding the Easter morning scene in your church was !ike a miracle.
The sepulchre filled with light with the folded grave clothes lying in it, made
a noble, simple, and yet intensely dramatic impression and | really cannot
tell you what a joy it gave me. Thank you for creating such a beautiful thing.
For a number of years the Easter_Gérden was continued either inside the
church or in the fore-court. '

In the spring a large hoarding advertising Yardley's Lavender was erected on
the rectory site. It showed the best of pictures, a lady selling lavender, or a
bunch of flowers. The proceeds went towards the rebuilding of the (ec'to'ry,
and the restoration of the church. They advertised free of charge the times of
the services in the south aisle. During the summer a number of outdoor
services were held in the fore -court. On St. George’s Day we had a visit from
the Band of the Welsh Guards, This service was helped by the use of a micro-
phone which was most kindly lent to us, and we realised its effectiveness.
Probably for the first time in our history a Rogationtide Procession was held
on Rogation Sunday. St. Thomas’s Regent Street, joined us, and according t0
ancient custom the Litany was sung in procession as we processed from the
fore-court to St. James's Square to bless. the allotments.

L]

In July, we were grieved to hear of the death of Miss Helen Smith, a member
of the congregation since the days of Canon Cronshaw. She had been a
member of the Parochial Church Council, an associate member of the G.F.S. a
school manager, and secretary of the St. James's Fellowship and free -will
offering fund. She carried on all these duties in spite of very bad eye -sight

‘ and crippling attacks of asthma. By her death, the church lost a very dear
friend and an ardent worker.
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After 4 years of temporary rented houses in Radlett, the Rector brought his
family back to London in December. We rented a flat in Campden Hill Court,
Kensington. This meant that the journey to the church was now only about %
of an hour instead of 1% hours.

Early in 1945, following the death of Archbishop Temple, it was announced
that the Bishop of London, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, was to be translated to the
See of Canterbury. We were sad at the prospect of losing a spiritual leader
who had done great things in the diocese and had been an especially kind
friend to us at St. James's. He was enthrohed in Canterbury Cathedral in May
and was succeeded as Bishop of London by the Right Rev. Bishop William
Wand, Bishop of Bath and Wells.

On Easter Day 1945 at the request of the British Broadcasting Corporation a
special Greeting to a famous church in New York, St. James's Manhattan, was’
recorded. The Rector said a few words, the choir sang some of their favourite
music, Miss Rowe gave an account of the night of the bombing, and Miss
Niblett described her work and how once she had been asked to take a con-
firmation class in the Ritz Hotel. Two years later we had the great pleasure
of welcoming the Rector of St. James’s Manhattan, Dr. Horace B. Donegan, to
preach to a packed church on the 263rd anniversary ol its consecration. He
had recently beer appointed Suffragan Bishop of New York and he promised
that he would not lose his interest in St. James's Piccadilly when he took up
his new duties. Indeed he has worshipped with us regularly ever since on his
annual visits to London. : '

On May 7th the war in Europe came to an end. The churches were asked to be
ready with the shortest possible delay to provide services of thanksgiving.
Such services were therefore announced by posters and loud speakers and we
held two open air services in the fore-court at 12.3C and 6 when the atten-
dance was very good. People were passing in and out of the church at alt
times and on the following Sunday we had the Band of the Scots Guards to _
lead our singing for an open air service. But alas, St. James's was still to
lose one of her best ‘sons’. In October 1946 we received the verv sad news
of the death at Sourabaya in Malaya of Thomas Middlemiss, the eldest son of
one of the oldest and best loved families in the parish. Tom had lived all his
life in 103 Jermyn Street and for many years was a member of the choir and
the teading boy in Mr, Mason’s time. He had an unusual gift of leadership both
in school and in the choir, always the same, charming, amiable, bright and
responsive. He was.a Sidesman for a few years before joining the Army: He
was sent to the Far East with the heroic 14th Army and lost his life in mopp-
ing up operaticns. Our deepest sympathy was extended to his mother and
father, to his sister Katherine, whose gift of arranging superb floral decora-
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tions for many accasions was greatly admired, and to his brother Ted who
spent his war service in/italy.

During the year 1945 we received with gratitude the gift of a number of fine
wooden benches for the fore ~court from the Royal Society. Our St. James's
social club was started during the year, and we were able to have some very
interesting talks and lectures from a number of distinguished people. The
following touching letter received during the year from a serving officer is
worth recording: ‘During my period of serving with His Majesty’s Forces |
have been most grateful for the courage, strength, and renewal of faith that it
has been my good fortune to draw from the services at St. James’s which |
have attended while in London on various periods of leave during the war
years. May | be allowed to offer this enclosed subscription for the church
restoration fund with deepest gratitude?” A cheque for £200 was enclosed.
Another gift of £100 for the same fund was received via the Archbishop of

Canterbury from the Archbishop of Sydney. At Christmas we were given

by an anonymous donor a beautiful set of three figures for the Christmas
Crib, the donor promising that other figures would follow as they became ob-
tainable. Yet another kind friend produced a perfect Crib as the right setting
for these figures. The Central Rediffusion Services generously installed a
system in the tower which enabled bells, hymns and carols 1o be broadcast
from the tower. It caused some excitement in the neighbourhood and‘gave a
reminder to the passers by that St. James's was -very much alive. The follow-
ing detailed description of the Church at this time is taken from an article

by Gordon Beckles entitled ‘PICCADILLY VICAR' in the ‘Leader’ magazine for
January 1946. '

‘*Along Jermyn Street, slowly and in a stately manner, walks the aged lady.
whose hotel had endeared itself to generations of men about town; up from St.
James’s Square frisk two boys whistting raucously as only choir boys can;
and all the time the Sunday air is split by peals of mechanical New Year
chimes. The parishioners of St. James's Chprch in Piccadilly are being called
to Matins in the shattered fabric of their place of worship. And a strange
parish it is, of cosmopolitan hotels, taded mansions, theatres and bottle
parties, cocktail bars and Soho resorts. You feel that such a strange and
hybrid parish must certainly be in the spiritual care of some young vigorous
cleric with worldly views. Not so. The Vicar of St. James's whose bombed

- . ruins have caused passing millions 10 reflect for a moment is an Archdeacon

of greying ascetic appearance, with the air of a quist cathedral about him.
And vet, this being Piccadilly {where things are so very seldom what they
seem) the views and record of the Venerable Charies Edmund Lambert some: |
what belie any suggestion that he has not been a lively sornt of fellow.
Sometimes -he strolls out with a visitor into the battered fore-court (now a -
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favourite mart for kerbstone vendors)-and says wistfully, ‘Do you know we
used to have a Cuards Band at our open air services here some time ago, and
over there, that’s where the open air pulpit was. .. Canon McCormick, Father
of Pat McCormick, you know, was a very popular preacher with a strong voice,
... that advertising hoarding - we have to find the money somehow...yes
the catalpa tree still flowers. After the redecoration of 1937, St. James's
Piccadilly seemed set for a new lease of life. Three years later the picture
had violently changed; the church had joined the.sad ranks of hundreds of
others of all denominations which attracted the Luftwaffe. On the night of
October 14th 1940 when the rectory was shattered by fire -bombs and blast,
roofless and bedraggled it seemed a total loss. Great chunks of masonry
littered the ftoor and yard, more fire bombs fell, the rain came down and the
snow. Just the story of another bombed church. They set to work. Theychose
the south aisle as the site of a temporary building. Meanwhile St. James's
constituted itself an admirable testimonial to Nazi ruthlessness. No stat-
istics have been compiled of how many fimes American G.1.s foraging down
. Piccadilly have photographed it, but the number must run into tens of thous-
ands. Sometimes visitors, with or without cameras, penetrate into the fabric
itself which has an air of being a repository for properties used in some
ecclesiastical pageant with Royal Coats of Arms and scrolis of marble lit-
tered about. And if they go still further and take a door facing eastwards,
they will find, usually to their surprise, St. James’s Piccadilly as itis
constituted today. A long narrow chambers with ranks of pews an altar and
a piano, and windows just installed looking out on Jermyn Street. This mod-
est and temporary affair might be said to symbolise much of the damage -
done by Germany to London’s religious structures. Archdeacon Lambert has
no idea what it will cost to restore the whole fabric, but would not be sur-
prised to learn it was in the neighbourhood of £50,000. This will eventually-
be borne by the Government, who undertook to meet the cost of a plain new
church, or as in the case of historic structures, a special dispensation. S0 .
St. James's Piccadilly has a future. Most of the regular parishioners are

the housekeepers of the district, and it is their children who constitute the
excellent choir of some 16 voices: The Vicar faces the future with optimism,
‘and just to show the people locally that St. James's is very much alive, he
had installed over the festive season (Christmas 1945) a loudspeaker which
broadcast the chimes of St. Margaret’s in Westminster, with such stenorian
force that bachelors in their St. James’s chambers were awakened long
before they could reach a hair of the dog that bit them, while other residents
were heard to lament the raising of the ban on church bells! St. James's
Piccadilly can be said to have entered its two hundred and sixty second
year in a lusty mood.”"-



PART I

POST - WAR
Chapter 9
1946 - 1947 THE SOUTHWOOD GARDEN

At the Annual Church Meeting held on April 25th 1946, the election took
place of the first lady Churchwarden ever to hold office at St. James's. Miss .
Janet Scrutton held this office with great distinction and devoted her time and
energy to the work of the Church for the next 20 years. She had come to St., ,
James’s in 1924 when her parents had a flat at the west end of Piccadilly,
opposite the Green Park. Her father was a famous judge, and one of her
brothers a well known priest in London. All three had much in common, a
commanding presence, a brilliant mind, a gift of oratory and a great sense of
humour, Janet took a degree at Oxford and later studied drama. In later days
she caused much amusement at a parish sacial when she illustrated by drama-
tisation a line of the famous hymn, ‘God moves in a mysterious way.’ The
audience had to guess which hymn she was illustrating. At the same meeting
in April 1946 Miss Niblett increased her already very full and active life by
becoming the Secretary of the Parochial Church Council. At this time we were
saddened by the death of Miss Mary Holland, who had opened our sale of
work in 1939. All through the war she had worked for the Fire Service at their
station in Shaftesbury Avenue. It was bombed several times and many casual-
ties were sustained. Her death was the indirect consequence of an infection

+ caused by her war duties. We can count her as one of our war casualties, al-
though her name is not recorded on any Rol{ of Honour.

In the spring of 1946 the Daily Herald, following the suggestion of the former
proprietor Lord Southwood, asked if they might be allowed to lay out a garden
In commemoration of the courage and fortitude of Londoners during the war.
After discussion with the Bishop permission was given and the garden was

~ laid out under the direction of Professor Richardson. The Rector wrote in the
‘magazine ‘Everyone will appreciate the generosity of our benefactors in
changing our fore -court from a dumping ground into a beautiful garden which
the Daily Herald undertakes to maintain and supervise for a number of years."
Dr. Wand, Bishop of London, dedicated the garden on Sunday May 12th and
H.M. Queen Mary most graciously consented formally to open the gates. The
Trumpeters of the Life Guards were present as well as the Hangwell Silver
Band, our choir was augmented by that of St. Paul's Knightsbridge. A great
crowd joined in singing. "All things bright and beautifu!.*" The key of the gate
was laid on a cushion and handed to Her Majesty by our son Michael. As
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previously mentioned, the handsome iron gates had been one of the items. of
the 1937 restoration when the old stone arch was removed and we had been
allowed to insert the monogram of H.M. King George V! in memory of his
coronation. These gates were re -painted and re-hung for Queen_ Mary to open.
Among the congregation were a number of air raid wardens and members of the
Auxiliary Fire Service who had been on duty on the night of October 14th
1940. One of the fire engines used on that night was on view to the public.
After the service our daughter, Mary, presented Her Majesty with a bouquet of
flowers in the south aisle. The service was broadcast to various countries
and shown in cinemas. One of our old choir boys wrote from Ceylon: ‘Last
night | went to the pictures and during the news | saw Queen Mary opening
the garden of remembrance in St. James’s. The sight of dear old battered St.
James's woke in me a great longing for home.* Her Majesty was greatly
moved by the simple dignity of the service and the admirable conception of
this garden of remembrance.

In 1947 the air raid shelters under the trees were demolished and the whole
of that part of our grounds was also (aid out by our kind benefactors as an
extension of the .garden of remembrance. The openi ng took place on May 12th,
the first anniversary of the opening by Queen Mary. At the same time, the
stones in the fore-court were re-laid and the broken steps at the entrance
gate renewed. The Piccadilly wall, in a bad state of repair, was reinforced
with a stone seat running along its length on the inside. At the same time the
rubbte was cleared away and lawns of Cumbelrland turf put down and flowers
planted in a parterre of five neat beds arranged after a seventeenth century
design. There were also flower boxes containing flowering shrubs, rhododen-
drons and azaleas and trellises for climbing plants. A lovely fountain of
Portland stone is the most attractive feature, designed by Alfred Hardiman,
R.A. On it are four lovely life -size bronze figures of children to commemorate
Lord Southwood’s work for the Hospital for Sick Children in Creat Ormond
Street. Two of these chiidren sit astride a pair of dolphins from whose mouths
issue jets of water. They are flanked by curved flights of steps beyond which
stand the figures of two other children, dancing gaily, one using a pair of
shells as symbals, the other holding a horn made from a shell. On the central
stone above the pool are the words ‘Viscount Southwood.* In a cavity in the
fountain repose the ashes of Lord Southwood, and in a similar recess nearby
were placed the ashes of Lady Southwood after her deathin 1951. Not far from
the fountain is the statue of Peace given to the garden by Mrs. Hardiman after
her husband’s death. It had been shown in the Royal Academy Exhibition in
1948.

Born of ‘humble parents, Julius Salter Elias, later to become Lord Southwood,
began as a newspaper boy and with no educatiqn, save what life taught him,
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succeeded in welding together one of the largest and most successful printing
and publishing houses in Creat Britain. He was not personally interested in
"‘money but helped to raise £20 million in order to help others in their suffering
and their need. His achievements earned him his peerage in 1937 and a
Viscountcy in 1946, A great many charities with which Southwood had been
‘associated benefitted from his will. The Rector never met him but frequently
visited Lady Southwood in her home at Southwood Court, Highgate, and took
her Holy Communion. In the course of time the Daily Herald was taken over
by Odhams Press and the directors who had been so very generous in making
all the arrangements for the garden were no longer on the board. Nevertheless
-Odhams Press continued to pay the wages of a gardener and to provide all the
plants until 1969 when the gardener, Mr. Cunningham, retired at the age of 84,
and Odhams Press made a convenanted gift to ensure that the garden would
be maintained without cost to the church for a few more years.

Chapter 10
1947 - 54 WORK IN THE PARISH

At this time there were more changes in the staff. Archdeacon Sharpe
resigned at the end of 1947, and went to live in the country; he died there in
1950. He was succeaded early in 1948 by the Rev. Mostyn Prichard, who for:
the past few years had been Rector of Blunham in Bedfordshire; he was ap-
pointed on a part time basis and his chief interest was to run the social club
and do some visiting, in addition to Sunday duties. He was succeeded in 1951
by the Rev. Arnold Hellicar, who stayed with us for two years before moving
on to be Chaplain of St. Mary's Hospital, Paddington. He was instrumental in
starting a club for young mothers at the school in Great Windmil Street whose
children attended the school. This ciub was quite successful, and had a
Christmas party and an outing to the sea in the summer,-in addition to their
monthly meetings. In the summer of 1953, when the Rector was looking for
another colleague, the Bishop of Willesden (the Rt. Rev. Gerald Elllson who
later became Bishop of Chester, and in 1973 Bishop of. London) suggested '
that he might like to,_consider the Rev. William Vassall, who the Bishop
said, ‘'was a very young 70°. Before the war, Mr. Vassalt had been a vicar in
Hendon, and since 1941 he had served as a Chaplain in the R.A.F. He was
appointed first on a temporary basis, but eventually stayed till he was well
over 80 and retired in. 1966 because of failing eye-sight caused by cataract.
For a time, after his retirement, he lived with one of his sons in Kent. He
died in hospital in 1972. During the time that he was at St. James's Mr.
Vassall was much beloved by his many friends there. He bore the many afflic-_
tions of his last years with exemplary fortitude.
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By 1947 there was a great increase in the number of those attending the
Church. The children who had been evacuated all returned, and as fathers had
now retumed to civilian life, many new families were coming to live in the
neighbourhood. Consequently it was possible to revive the parochial organ-
isations for them. Mr. Gardener, who had spent part of his war service in the
siege of Malta and was an experienced Scouter, became Scout Master. The
first five Scouts were enrolled on the Feast of the Consecration. The troop
went to camp several times and in 1952 two of the Scouts, David Picken and
Alan Raymond, had the great distinction of becoming Queen’s Scouts. The
Guide Company was also revived with Mrs. Davies as Captain and Miss Hogg
as Lieutenant. Mrs. Davies was later succeeded as Captain by Ann Watts.
Miss Connie Baker was in charge of the Brownies, and Miss Niblett ran the
Wolf Cubs, who distinguished themselves by winning the cup in the district
sports as well as the district totem. ~

We were able to revive yet another of our pre-war. customs, the formal ad-
mission of choristers. But by 1943 it was found impossible to maintain a high
standard and the choir fell below strength. We were very grateful to the
ladies and men who led the singing. In 1948 we recorded the death of one of
our soloists, Doris Horn, who had been the mainstay of the choir in the war
years; she had also taught in Sunday School and was a member of the Paro-
chial Church Council. The boys who gave outstanding service at this time
were John 'Watt’s, Peter Faulkener, lan Gardener, David Picken and two
brothers who came all the way from Stepney, John and Alan Raymond; there
were also two younger ones, Andrew Pullinger and Robert Hoiles. Peter
Faulkener and Ann Watts, our Guide Captain, sister to John, were married in
St. James’s in 1962 and their eldest daughter was baptised there in 1963, In
1974 Peter was ordained Deacon in Ripon Cathedral. In 1974 we were sorry to
. hear of the death of tan Gardener, who had worked for a we!l known firm of
solicitors, leaving a widow, and a young family. John Watts now works in the
Lord Chamberlain’s Office in St. James’'s Palace and at the Chapel Royal. His
father held & very responsible position in the household of H.M. King George
VI. He was married in St. James’s to Elizabeth Lowe in 1960 and they have
two sons. Robert Hoiles is now in banking; he also is married and has a
family. David Picken served for a time in H.M. Navy and is now doing civilian
work. We must not omit the help given to us by the Girl Guides. In addition
to Ann Watts, mentioned above, there was Ann Buckle, and Shirley and
Christine Hoiles, all of whom helped a great deat with the younger children.
We would aiso like to record the devoted service of Charles Vaughan who was
for many years a highly valued member of the staff of one of the clubs in Pall

~ Mall. He first came to the church in 1927, became a server in 1937, joined up

in 1940, and on his release from H.M. Forces returned to us as senior server
and crucifer. The sidesmen at this time were: Robert Middlemiss and his son
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“Mr. E. Middlemiss, Mr. William.Buckle, Mr. J. Brooks, Mr. H.W. Bowery, Mr. S.

Moon, Mr. R.A. Gardener, Mr. E.W. Faulkener, Mr. E.G. Hoiles, Mr. F.G, Harris,
Mr. F. Richardson, and Mr. J. Wooders, they were ably supported and helped
by their wives.’

On November 5th 1957 the Rector celebrated the Silver Jubilee of his ministry
at St. James's, and a party was held in his honour in the schools. Let us
quote from the parish magazine.

‘11 was felt.that we could not let the occasion pass without showing in a tang-
ible way our affectionate esteem and appreciation of all that he has done for
St. James's and s0 we invited him to a party in the schools, and by the
mouths of chosen spokesmen told him of what was in our hearts. Archdeacon
Sharp for the staff, Miss Heath for old friends, Mrs. Middlemiss and Mr.
Gardener for the congregation. Then children representing the parish organ-
isations came one by one 10 offer him greetings and good wishes. After
apologising for the absence of Mr. Bostock, Miss Scrutton presented the
Rector on behalf of the parish with an arm chair, on the back of which was a
silver plate, on which was inscribed ‘To the Ven. C.E. Lambert from his
friends at St. James’'s November 5th 1922 - 1947°" and a cheque and a book
containing the names of the subscribers.’ '

The Rector expressed his grateful thanks and said it was not easy 10
express what he felt just because he felt it so deeply, and added that it
would be a great happiness if God permitted him to be with the parish long
enough to see the restoration of his betoved church. He went on 10 reminisce
about the years he had been at St. James’s; this was one third of his life,
and nearly half of his ordained life. He remembered with gratitude those
whose names have been recorded elsewhere in these Memoirs, especially the
priests who worked with him, also Mr. Redman, the Murrays, the church-
wardens, Miss Niblett, and Miss D. Rowe (affectionately known as Bobbie).
No Rector could have been served in various ways mare faithfully than he had
been. He recalled the early days and especially the old gentleman who was
the last to say his prayers on coming into church standing, and into his top
hat.

The Rector remarked on the great changes that had taken place in the parish;
of the morning congregation of twenty five years ago hardly any were left;
they had died or moved away and the great houses had almost all gone, of
had been turned into offices. But new people had come to take their place,
especially children, and the children bring their parents. He concluded by
referring to the bombing, the time of tribulation and their time in the south
aisle. At last, he said, the restoration had begun, the foundations had
been found to be in excelient condition and the work on the north aisle
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had begun. God had made good His promise, ‘1. will not fail thee or forsake
thee.” His ideal for the parish had been a real family life in. which all share
with love. He said how pleased he was to see so many old friends that even -
ing and thanked everyone for their fove and their toyalty. At the close of the
Rector’s speech Mrs. Watts advanced carrying a truly marvellous iced cake
with 25 candles. She was escorted by two senior members of the Women’s
Fellowship, Mrs. Baldock and Mrs. Mills. The cake was duly cut and the
evening ended with the singing of Auld Lang Syne,

We now turn our thoughts back to the Burlington School in the White City
which was evacuated to Oxford in 1940, After 1943 all the staff returned to
London and in 1946 the school resumed its normal activities and ceremonies.
The school prize giving that year was a very special occasion for H.R.H. the
Princess Elizabeth most graciously gave away the prizes. In 1947 when the
Bishop of London (Dr. Wand) performed the same function a presentation was
made to Archdeacon Lambert to commemorate his .25 years as Chairman of the
~ Governors and his wise guidance during the move from Westminister and
during the war years. In 1948 the prizes were given away by H.R.H.

Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone, and on that occasion the resignation
was announced of Miss Marion Burgess, the Headmistress for the past 24
years who had written the very interesting history of the school. When the
250th anniversary of the founding of the school took place in 1949 a commem-
orative service was held, not alas in St. James's as it was still in ruins, but
in St. Martin’s -in-the -Fields. The preacher was the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr. Fisher. It is inevitable that with the passing of the years the ties with
Burlington and St. James's are not so close as when the school was in the
parish, but since the restoration of the church an annual service for the
school has always been held in March, starting with the oné held in 1955,

On June 24th 1948 a service was held on behalf of the Fellowship of U.S.
British Comrades Association. British and American members of the Planning
Staff at Norfolk House, St. James's Square, had worshipped in the church
during the war. Some of the greatest Allied Operations were planned at
Norfolk House, and there is a plaque commemorating this fact on the face of
the house. Colonet J.B. Cossens, M.B.E., prefaced the service with these
words: ‘Today, the 24th of June 1948, was chosen, being the sixth anniver-
sary of the formation by General Eisenhower, the Supreme Commander, of the
first Allied Force Headquarters at-Norfolk House in this parish, and may this
Fellowship lead us to play our part in shaping a new and better world.’

During the second week of July an Opthalmic Congress attended by eye
specialists from 65 countries had been held in London. On July 16th a wreath
was placed on the tablet to Sir-William Bowman, a great pigneer of modern
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eye treatment and surgery. Brief addresses were given by the President of the
International Counci! of Opthaimology, Professor Nordenson, a Swedish
oculist, and Sir Stewart Cuke-Elder, President of the Congress. The following
vear Sir Stewart Duke-Elder wrote to tell us that the American Opthalmolo-
gists were so struck.by the beauty of the service that they had decided to
contribute to the restoration fund. On July 17th 1951 Sir Stewart formally
handed the Rector a cheque for £574 at a ceremony held in front of the tablet
to Sir William Bowman.

In the autumn of 1948 we were able to replace two portraits of former Rectors
destroyed in the blitz, that of John Ward (1825) and Samuel Clarke (1709). The
former was the kind gift of a descendant and the latter was acquired by pur-
chase. In the summer of 1948 Her Majesty Queen Mary showed her interest by
giving the church some very handsome pieces of brocade. We grieved with

Her Majesty over the death of her beloved housekeeper, Mrs. Moore, who had
been first at Buckingham Palace and for the past 11 years at Marlborough House.
During the past few years she had been a member of ‘the Parochial Church
Council, greatly beloved and respected by-all who knew her.

On December 8th 1948 we once again had a sale of work, but this was a very
special one. The Pan-American Airways Headquarters had just been built

next to the Midland Bank in Piccadilly, but it was not yet occupied. A very
kind friend, Lady Neave, who lived in Albany, borrowed it for a very superb
-sale which she planned and organised on a scale quite beyond our own .
resources. The sale was honoured by Her Royal Highness The Princess Marie
Louise who after visiting the sale proceeded to have tea with the Rector and |
Lady Neave in the church room. The final result of this sale was £1531 which
went to the restoration fund. Lady Neave kindly organised another but smaller
sale in 1951 which realised £357.

In January 1952, the nation heard of the sudden and peaceful passing of our
gracious and beloved King, His Majesty King Ceorge Vi. Telegrams of sym-

- pathy were sent to Her Majesty the Queen and Her Majesty Queen Mary from
the church. Whilst the King was very i1l the previous year Quegen Mary’'s
brother the Earl of Athlone and H.R.H. Princess Alice Countess of Athlone
sometimes stayed with Her Majesty at Marlborough House and on those
occasions attended services at St. James's. In March 1953 our beloved
Queen Mary was also called to her rest. Her Majesty's interest in St.
James's began in 1938 when she came to see the restoration work done after
the coronation of her son King George V1. After the church was bombed she
generouély sent £50 to the restoration fund and in 1946 opened our garden.
We were told on good authority that she longed to see the church restored
again in her lifetime. The Rector and | were given tickets for the funeral





































































